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The natural environment suffers severe damage during armed conflicts. Causing
harm to the environment in times of war is often inevitable. In fact, wars have always
left devastating impacts on the natural environment, altering agricultural activities,
changing borders, and disrupting the balance of ecosystems. For instance, the
scorched earth tactic was used during the American Civil War and also to expel
Napoleon from Russia. The French occupation of Algeria also applied this tactic,
along with conducting nuclear tests in its desert. Some battlefields from World War 11
remain unusable or pose serious risks to residents due to weapons, especially
landmines and unexploded ordnance.

The world today witnesses ongoing acts of genocide, grave violations, and
crimes committed by the Israeli occupation against Palestinian civilians, their
properties, and the natural environment in the Gaza Strip of occupied Palestine.
There are many other instances where the natural environment is subjected to
widespread destruction.

For this reason, the international community has made significant efforts to
establish international rules for the protection of the environment during armed
conflicts and in situations of military occupation. This has been done through the
adoption of specific agreements, particularly those found in international
humanitarian law. Furthermore, the principles of this law, along with binding
customary international law, contribute to providing legal protection for the
environment during armed conflicts.

Keywords:

Natural environment, Protection, Armed conflicts, Rules of international

humanitarian law, Principles of international humanitarian law.
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