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Abstract:

The purpose of this study tried to address the issue of the destruction of the Palestinian national
heritage as a guide to prove the mental element in the crime of genocide, by highlighting the
concept of the destruction of cultural heritage as a crime related to the crime of genocide,
identifying the elements on which it is based, the relationship between them is not disputed, and
relying on them to consider the destruction of cultural heritage as a means of committing the crime
of genocide, and therefore the possibility of proving it. To achieve the desired objectives of this
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research, the descriptive analytical approach was used to study the reality of the destruction of the
cultural heritage of the Palestinian people and analyze the legal texts contained in the international
conventions that criminalized and regulated the provisions of these crimes, and the study concluded
results and recommendations, the major of them was: that the destruction of the cultural heritage
of the Palestinian people constitutes in itself a crime and is a means or an element of the crime of
genocide, but it is an integral part of the policy of genocide committed by the occupying power
against the Palestinian people, and may represent a precursor to the commission of genocide, and
therefore can include facts and facts to prove intent to commit genocide.
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