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Abstract.

The mechanism of plea bargaining represents one of the recent procedural
innovations designed to accelerate criminal justice and alleviate the burden on
courts. It first emerged within the Anglo-American Legal System, later spreading to
the Romano-Germanic (civil law) system, and subsequently to the French system
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under the name appearance based on prior admission of guilt. This procedure was
later adopted by several Arab legal systems, including Algeria.

This study aims to examine the compatibility of this system with the principles
of fair trial, while highlighting its main advantages, such as streamlining judicial
procedures, reducing penalties in exchange for voluntary confession, and
enhancing cooperation between the judiciary and the accused.

The findings reveal that plea bargaining effectively contributes to achieving
prompt and efficient justice, yet it requires strong safeguards to protect the rights of
the accused, such as the presence of legal counsel, judicial approval, and
verification of the voluntariness of the plea. The study concludes that the success of
this system depends on maintaining a balance between procedural efficiency and
judicial fairness, and that its implementation in Algeria necessitates proper
adaptation consistent with the country’s legal and cultural specificities.
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