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Abstract:

Licensing is a preventive mechanism for environmental administrative control,
aimed at enabling administrative bodies to monitor the use and exploitation of water
resources, ensuring the protection of water from pollution and depletion. Law No.
05-12 concerning water is considered the legal framework governing prior
authorization in all operations and stages of water resource exploitation, ensuring
their prudent and sustainable management. This mechanism is inspired by the
principles of international environmental law, particularly the precautionary and
preventive principles outlined in the Rio Declaration of 1992, and the principle of
equitable and reasonable utilization of water as stated in the United Nations
Convention of 1997.

The study addressed the conceptual and legal framework for water licensing, its
types and procedures, control mechanisms, and penalties for violations, highlighting
its effectiveness in practice, considering that licensing represents a preventive legal
tool for protecting the aquatic environment and aims to achieve a balance between
the rational use of water resources and their protection from all forms of pollution
and depletion.
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