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Abstract:

A ship, whether entering, berthing at, or departing from a port, or even while
navigating the high seas, may require the assistance of an external source of propulsion
provided by a specially equipped vessel. This assisting vessel undertakes the towage
operation in exchange for an agreed remuneration. In such cases, the vessel being towed
Is referred to as the tow, while the assisting vessel is known as the tug. The relationship
between the parties is governed by a maritime towage contract, the primary objective of
which is to ensure the safety of navigation and to prevent potential maritime incidents.
This study aims to examine the legal regime applicable to towage under Algerian
maritime law, with reference to comparative legal systems where substantive
divergences exist. This analysis is particularly pertinent given the absence of
international conventions specifically regulating towage operations. The research yields
several key findings, most notably: the dual significance of this category of maritime
contract for both vessels and port operations; and the reinforcement of the principle of
autonomy that characterises maritime law as a distinct legal domain.

Keywords: Towage; ship;port ; Tug; Tow; Master.
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